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AUSTRALIA MISSION 
MEDIA RELEASE 

January 12, 2016 

Members of Community of Christ dedicated the Green Cathedral on December 29, 1940 as a 
sacred place of worship. It has been open for public use since that time and it remains a place 
of worship cherished by our church, and also by many who are not of our faith community. 
Hundreds of weddings from all across Australia have been performed in the Green Cathedral. 
It currently also serves as the home of Green Cathedral Ministries, a Community of Christ 
congregation. 

At present, one cannot safely access the Green Cathedral from the Lakes Way except by 
crossing Tiona campground, land owned by Community of Christ and leased to Sundowner 
Tourist Park Ltd. in 2003. Access to the Green Cathedral to the public and to our church 
members has continued uninterrupted since that time.  

At that same time as entering into a lease over Tiona, Sundowner also entered into a 
management agreement with Community of Christ to manage the Green Cathedral. That 
agreement ended in July 2015. 

Then, in late December 2015, Sundowner Tourist Parks Ltd indicated to the church that after 
17th January 2016 access through the leased land would be suspended. The effect of that 
decision would be to deny public and church access to the Green Cathedral through the 
leased land. They pointed out that there was alternate access via a pedestrian path to the 
immediate south of the tourist park property, but no such path exists at present only a road 
right of way on Crown Land which is completely overgrown and impassable. To clear the 
land would require not only heavy machinery but permission from appropriate governmental 
bodies. We do not have that permission now. At best this is a long-term plan. It is not a viable 
option at the present time. 

On 2 January 2016, given the uncertainty of access, the church took the difficult decision to 
alert those who had made wedding bookings for February that we could not guarantee access 
across the leased land and therefore had to cancel their wedding bookings. We have also 
begun to contact the March bookings and following that, those booked in April, May, and 
beyond. This decision has caused immense pain and anguish for those whose wedding plans 
were well in place.  

Attempts to resolve this matter for both Sundowner Tourist Parks Ltd and the church are 
continuing. The church hopes to be able to reinstate all bookings into the future if the 
situation with access changes and it will work diligently to that end. 

Ken Barrows, Australia Mission President, on behalf of Community of Christ and the Green 
Cathedral Ministries congregation.  


