
I was recently on a flight from Venice
to Paris, flying Air France. With noth-
ing else to do I picked up the Air
France magazine from the back of the
seat and began to read. I came across
one article that really stood out for me
and I thought the content was quite
relevant for us as we enter into a New
Year.  

The article had the picture of a sign-
post at a crossroad and on the four
signs were the words, ‘Somewhere’,
‘Anywhere’, ‘Elsewhere’ and ‘No-
where’. The main point made in the
article was: “Where you have come
from is not important, the most impor-
tant thing in life is where you are
now!”

Where are you at this present time?
Are you on the brink of a new
endeavour, a new project? Are you
planning ahead for a holiday, fresh
studies or a new project? What expec-
tations do you have for this year 2015?
Or does it looks as though life will con-
tinue to go on as it has for the past few
years?  

Are our answers to the question of
where are we going in 2015 going to
be: “It could be somewhere, but I do
not know where!” or, “It could be any-
where, but I do not have the inclin-
ation to decide just yet!” or, “It could
be elsewhere, just as long as I do not
remain here, but where to go I have
not got a clue!”  or, “It will probably be
nowhere as I do not have the motiv-
ation to get away from the comfort-
able situation I am already in!”

Throughout our lives we receive
directions on how to live our lives,
from parents, teachers, friends, priest-
hood and other sources including the
Scriptures. 

The Pharisees had catalogued a list
of 613 commandments or laws, giving
directions for all faithful Jews to follow.
In these later times, I find the direc-
tions we receive from reading the Old
Testament books mostly quite harsh
and direct such as: “Thou shalt do this
or else!” or, “Thou shalt not do this!”
This is not to say we should not take
notice of them.

However, when we turn to the New
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FEBRUARY
6–8 Young Adult Retreat
8 Youth Ministry Day
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21 Sydney and Newcastle Priesthood
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APRIL
2 Maudy Thursday
3 Good Friday
5 Easter
6 Anniversary of the Church’s 1830

Organisation and 1860
Reorganisation
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Going in 2015
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Testament and read the words of Jesus
and take in His practical and caring
witness to people, we see a change in
the way of giving directions. While on
occasions Jesus’ words of advice were
quite firm, in most instances they were
words of guidance and encourage-
ment, totally supportive and with pos-
itive outcomes for the recipient(s).  

For example, he encouraged people
to develop a faith in God and praised
them for their faith in coming to Him
for a healing. He invited people to
come to Him, deny themselves, take
up their cross and follow Hhim. Jesus
encouraged people to worship God
and only serve Him. He promoted the
idea of letting our lights shine before
men so that they may see our good
works. He called people to come to
Him when they are feeling burdened
and He will give them rest. He chal-
lenged people to teach and baptise in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. And He gave the new all em-
bracing commandment to love our
God, self and neighbour.

Surely the words of Jesus can give
us a sense of direction for our lives if
we are struggling to decide where we
should be going in 2015! And where
do we intend to go? The words of
Mary Slessor, a missionary to Nigeria
are helpful: “Anywhere, provided it be
forward!”  

As we go forward we need to take
into consideration those important
areas in our lives such as health, social
activities, relationships, spiritual, fin-
ances and work that all form impor-
tant parts of our lives. As you reflect on
this important question at the begin-
ning of a New Year do not forget to
remember to consider these facets of
your life as you determine the direc-
tion you will take?

I am sure each of us realise the way
to go on living our lives is forward —
with God’s help. President Hoover,
when asked by Norman Vincent Peale
the secret of his success in life as a
Christian statesman said: “With the
help of God, I never gave up.”

From where you are now, have you
answered the question yet? Where am
I going in 2015? May the Lord be with
you as you make this personal de-
cision?

W.G.

CHANGE OF ASSIGNMENT
In response to a verbal recommend-
ation put forward by the chair of the
multi-media committee and from feed-
back received at the 2014 National
Gathering we are announcing the
assignment of Ben Smith to the role of
Congregational Support Minister re-
sponsible for information and commu-
nication services, effective 1st January,
2015. This assignment will be for one

year, at which time it will be re-assessed.
The scope of this new position will be
mission-wide. Ben will interface with
SaintsCare, mission-wide committees
and work teams and congregations from
across the Mission in an effort to assist
them in linking vision and mission with
community outreach and engagement
utilising multi-media and social net-
working technologies. He will provide
oversight and management of the
Mission Centre website. A more de-
tailed position description is available
upon request from the Mission Centre
office.

Ken Barrows
Mission President

Official Announcement
I am able to announce that Julie Crit-
tenden has accepted the position of In-
terim Mission Centre Financial Officer
for the Australia Mission Centre, effec-
tive 1st January, 2015. As the interim
financial officer she will undergo twelve
months of ministerial training to com-

plement both her professional financial
qualifications (Masters of Commerce in
Professional Accounting and Certified
Public Accountant designation) as well
as her work-related experience with
Community of Christ and SaintsCare. 

A mentoring team will be assembled
to assist her in developing the ministerial
aptitudes needed as part of her trans-
ition into this position. While this takes
place, Paul Ferrett has agreed to extend
his departure date from 31st December,
2014 to 28th February, 2015, in order to
assist Julie in the initial phase of the
transition. Reviews will be conducted at
6 and 12 months to assess how the tran-
sition is working for all concerned. 

In light of that, it is anticipated that
the accountant position she vacates as a
result of accepting this role will most
likely be filled on a temporary basis for
the 12 month period, with a decision
being made at the end of that time as to
how best to proceed on a more perm-
anent basis. Details on this have not yet
been finalised. 
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Sydney Church Christmas Worship

Sydney congregations gathered at West Pennant Hills who hosted our 2014
Christmas worship and meal together on the church lawn on Sunday, 21st

December. 80 people attended with a surprise visit from Santa for the 
children. The theme was His Name Is Jesus. Malcolm Stephenson gave the

message. A wonderful afternoon of worship and Christmas connection.



Julie has worked for Community of
Christ, and then SaintsCare Ltd. for a
combined total of nearly 16 years.
During that time she has served with
three Mission Centre Financial Officers
and four Mission Centre Presidents.
Next to Helen Taylor, she is the longest
serving Church employee within the
Australia Mission. Up until now, the
focus of her service to the Church has
been to attend to its’ accounting needs. 

The ‘interim’ nature of this position
however is intended to be a time when
she can begin to develop her ministerial
skills more earnestly. This will mean
that as a mission-wide minister she will
begin to participate more fully at
camps, retreats, and reunions, as well as
visiting congregations on an increasing-
ly frequent basis. In addition, where she
has served as a resource person to the
various boards and committees of the
Church in the past, as we move forward
she will replace Paul as an Office-bear-
ing Director within the corporate struc-
ture of Community of Christ Ltd. and
SaintsCare Ltd. respectively. 

Born Julie Walshe, she is the daugh-
ter of Allan and Ruth Walshe, both
long-time Church members serving in
various roles across the mid-north coast
of New South Wales. Prior to beginning
her work with the Church she attended
the Newcastle Congregation and, be-
fore that, Port Macquarie and Wingham. 

She and her husband, Adam, were
married in 1997. Together they have one
daughter, Sarah, age 12. Julie has re-
cently accepted a priesthood call to the
office of elder, which will be presented
to the upcoming Mission video confer-
ence in March. 

Julie brings to this position a growing
personal awareness of God’s call in her
life and a willingness to respond more
fully. I uphold her in this and would ask
for prayers on her behalf as she em-
barks on this journey of learning and
expanded service to the Church in Aus-
tralia. 

Ken Barrows
Mission President

NSW Young Adult Camping
Trip — 6th–8th February, 2015
The NSW Young Adult Camping Trip
will be held at Ocean Beach NRMA
Holiday Park, on the Central Coast of
NSW, from 6pm on Friday, 6th February
till 2pm on Sunday, 8th February, where
we will be actually camping it up, old
style, in real tents. We will mostly be
hanging out with each other, cooking
together, swimming together, chatting
and eating.    

The camp is aimed at anyone be-
tween the ages of 16 and 30, so let your
friends know — all are welcome! Camp
costs will be $60. However, there are
subsidies available so that no one need
miss camp due to economic hardship.

The persons who will be responsible
for this camp are Alicia Turner with
Brodey Collins (the  local Sydney rep-
resentative). If you have any questions
feel free to contact Alicia (0411 848 707)
aturner@cofchrist.com.au or Brodey
(0432 556 923) b_w_collins@hotmail.com
You will receive further information
about what to bring and directions to
the campsite once you register. Reg-
istration forms are obtainable from
your pastor.

NEW WORKING WITH
CHILDREN CHECK
There is a new NSW Working With
Children Check that must be completed
by all Registered Children/Youth Work-
ers with the Community of Christ
before 31st March, 2015. Priesthood
members are asked to complete this
process, as preparation for ministry with
children/youth.

Please complete the following steps:
1. Enter your personal details online at

www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au select
‘religious service’ for the child-
related sector question, and you will
receive an application number.

2. Take the application number and
your identification document e.g. a
driver’s licence, to your closest
Roads and Marine Services office
(previously RTA).

3. They will verify your identity, and sub-
mit your application — once it has been
approved, you will receive a letter of
clearance by email, advising your
NSW Working with Children Check
clearance number and expiry date.

4. Please forward that email to June
Stephenson at the Australia Mission
office, including your date of birth, at
jstephenson@cofchrist.com.au

If you have any questions, please call
June Stephenson on 9871 7400 or 0416
296 594.

SAD NEWS
We share with you the sad news of the
passing of June Godwin. June was sur-
rounded by her loving family as she
entered a new life with her Lord.
Please hold Ralph, Joanne, Vicki, Lisa
and their families in your prayers. A
service of celebration was held at
10.30am on Friday, 9th January at
Community of Christ, Taree.

PRAY FOR PEACE
Please hold all people of Paris, France,
in your prayers as they continue to
experience the nightmare of fanaticism
and hatred. Chrystal Vanel, French
translator living in Paris, shares that
“prayers are also needed for our French
Muslim sisters and brothers who suffer
racism and discrimination in France
since too long, and for Christians, who
fall too easily into the sin of Islam-
ophobia and do not take a stand against
it, going along with the crowd.”

Kris Judd

Steve Veasey in Hospital
On 7th January, President Steve Veaz-
ey was hospitalised, but is now home
and doing just fine.

He shares, “The basic facts are that
on that evening I experienced some
physical symptoms related to an accel-
erated and irregular heartbeat. The
heart rate was reduced to a normal level
in the emergency room through med-
ication but was still irregular. My heart
beat returned to a normal rhythm the
next morning on its own without need
for further medical intervention. I was
released from the hospital the next
evening with a prescription for medic-
ation to greatly minimise the risk of
another episode. I was cleared to return
to normal activity. I appreciate all the
prayers and expressions of concern.”

May we continue to uphold Steve
and all of our Church leaders in prayer
and loving support.

Kris Judd

We Simply Will Not Turn Back
You may have heard that our World
Church leaders are facing difficult
financial decisions. However there are
some Mission Initiatives good news sto-
ries below.

Members of the World Church Fin-
ance Board have had to reduce the
World Church budget from $28,350,000
to $27,940,000 for the fiscal year, 2015,
which began July 1.

Our Church leaders are moving for-
ward in faith. Working to fulfill God’s
mission will require dedication, and sac-
rifice by all of us.

The Presiding Bishopric is working
on a strategic plan to carry the Church
through the 2019 fiscal year, keeping all
resources aligned with the Mission
Initiatives. Presiding Bishop Steve Jones
foresees the difference between expens-
es and income conquered by 2018.

In support of the Mission Initiatives,
the finance board heard numerous test-
imonies:

For Invite People to Christ, Apostle
Bunda Chibwe told of interest in new
nations. In Sierra Leone, 117 people
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CENTRAL COAST 
Sunday, 16th November: our annual general business meeting
was held and all officers were returned so there were no
changes for our congregation. It was decided to give $1000 to
needy causes within the community or assist Church pilot pro-
grammes.

Sunday, 30th  November: Drum-
moyne Congregation visited with us
this Sunday and it was good to have
Anne Sutton sharing with us as well. It
was good to share and worship togeth-
er and it was a boost for our small con-
gregation. Anne Bonnefin (pictured)
lead the worship, sharing her story
that she and Kerry Lawrence
(SaintsCare employee) presented at
the Peace Colloquy for the World
Church in America, telling the confer-
ence about our Australian story of
SaintsCare at work within Australia
and how many of our congregations

were taking part in their communities, in providing food, edu-
cation, friendship and much more. Anne brought to our atten-

tion that each one carried a back pack and we need to check
what was in it and how we should be helping others so they too
can manage and carry their own back pack. We need to keep re-
evaluating our lives and listening to others. After worship we
shared in a luncheon in the hall.

Sunday, 7th December: we welcomed guest ministers Wendy
Ballard and Jill Smith, who had travelled from the mid north
coast to present our morning’s worship. We were not disap-
pointed as they again shared a beautiful and thought provoking
communion service with us. The service commenced with some
lovely meditation music and video clips of the Christmas mes-
sage and the theme Prepare You the Way of the Lord. Jill pre-
sented the peace prayer and lit the Advent candles of hope and
love. Wendy shared the scripture reading of Mark 1:1–8 and
continued to share her thoughts on time. Advent being a time,
we are all bound by time, and our lives are governed by time as
we need to submit certain compliances by law on time, es-

pecially with taxation.
However, God comes
into our lives each day
and while we wait in
time for Advent each
year, the birth of Christ
yet again retells the story
of the Good News with
His birth. We should
journal each moment
and recognise Him and
witness His word and
the kindly acts that en-
courage one another.
The benefits that we
receive in giving are
greater than the ones we
receive. Jill and Wendy
served communion and
we experienced lots 
of meditation music
throughout the service.
It was a wonderful cel-
ebration service enjoyed
by all. Many thanks to
Wendy and Jill and for
the travelling and time it
took to be with us as
well, we did appreciate
it. A luncheon followed
in the hall.

Sunday, 14th Decem-
ber: Kerrie and Wayne
Heslop provided the
ministry for our Christ-Central Coast Congregation enjoying lunch after the December Communion Service.

Drummoyne Congregation sharing lunch with Central Coast Congregation on 30th November.

Wendy Ballard and Jill Smith giving ‘super’ ministry at
Central Coast for the December. Communion.



mas Worship and they did a ‘great job’. We were provided with
a well organised and detailed programme to follow. The wor-
ship commenced with the few congregation members decorat-
ing the tree together with Christmas meditation music and
video clips of the Nativity scene. Wayne presented the peace
prayer and Kerrie shared the scripture reading from John 3:16.
They both shared stories of how people celebrated the
Christmas message in different countries around the world. In
Australia we celebrate with firework displays, communities
sharing in singing by candle light Christmas Carols in the park
and the gathering of families for meals and sharing of gifts. In
Palestine, being the birth place of Christ, they have a parade
through the town which is decorated with lights. Mass is held on
Christmas Eve and it is thought that the Church was built where
Jesus was born and this mass is conducted by the Bishop of
Jerusalem. Ghana, Africa, (from the 20th
December to the first week in January)
celebrates Christmas in 66 languages,
each having their own customs, but
singing and dancing all night, and the
churches are full. They exchange the giv-
ing and receiving of gifts with their fami-
lies. Germany is well renowned for its
special Christmas decorations and river
cruises throughout the festive season,
Advent calendars, star singers carolling
and collecting for charity. Haiti: has large
nativity scenes, homes decorated, pine
trees, and clean shoes left at the door
with fresh straw in the hope that the
straw will be taken and gifts left in the
shoes. Throughout all the world each
country has their own tradition and cus-
toms to celebrate the birth of Christ and
no other baby ever born has so touched
the lives of millions of people throughout

the world. Kerrie told us the story about the Three Wise Men
and how they brought gold which represents ‘divinity’; frankin-
cense is a white resin from a tree which is highly inflammable;
myrrh represents ‘holiness and righteousness but also ‘afflic-
tion’. Myrrh is also a tree sap from which spice can be made and
drinks also can be made. Kerrie and Wayne then shared gifts
with the few members present, which was very unexpected. A
lavish Christmas feast followed in the hall with prawns, lobster
mornay, pavlova and homemade ice cream with florentines.

We are saddened to have had illness in our congregation
effecting Arthur Piggott, June Mitchell and Reg Mitchell who
has spent some time in and out of hospital so we would ask for
your prayers to uphold these committed, loyal and dedicated
members for healing ministry.

Sunday, 11th January: Co-pastor Richard Gillard organised
and presented our first communion service for 2015. He was
assisted by Co-pastor Janet Pratt who also presented the peace
and pastoral prayers. Richard shared the business of Christmas
with family and grandchildren and we knew New Year had
begun with the magnificent fireworks in Sydney. He read a
poem from a ‘Psalm Book’ which told the story about struggles
and then shared his thoughts about the terror that had taken
place in Paris recently and also in Martin Place, Sydney, prior to
Christmas. We watched a video clip about New Year Res-
olutions which was quiet different for the communion service,
however, statistics show that if you make a new year resolution
you are more likely to commit to it than if you decide to make
a pledge at any other time of the year to change your habits and
way of living. The video is quiet interesting and you can find it
at Utube: Dr Mike Evans New Year Resolutions. Old habits get in
our way, but we come to the communion table we, should be
prepared to forgive, with a clean heart and mind with clarity to
commit to Christ with our special tools just like the tradesman.
Maybe this is why Jesus was a carpenter as he came with tools
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Kerrie and Wayne Heslop lighting the Advent candles during
worship on 14th December.

Central Coast members decorating the Christmas Tree as
part of their worship service on 14th December.

Reg and June Mitchell receiving administration at Central Coast on 11th January.

Richard Gillard presenting the communion address and
Janet Pratt presiding at Central Coast on 11th January.



to address the needs of others. Following the communion serv-
ice, Br Reg and Sr June Mitchell both were administered to. We
would ask that the Sydney members uphold them both in their
prayers as they seek medical specialist care and treatment. We
then shared lunch together in the hall.

Heather Gillard  

OPEN DOOR
The Open Door has had another very busy month in December
as the year draws to a close. Looking back over the year, it is
clear that, gradually, the intent of The Open Door to become a
seven-day-a-week church is coming to fruition. As activities that
provide opportunities for people to get together have become

regular occurrences, we have seen
growth in congregation numbers, growth
in relationships and great personal
growth, all of which are tremendously
encouraging.

The speed of growth in The Open
Door has received a great boost with the
ordination, earl last year, of new priest-
hood. This has empowered people to
take on personal responsibility for vari-
ous roles. As a result we have seen Bible
studies and care and share evenings have
become regular events, the Out Door
Trekkers have met very regularly to enjoy
exercise, coffee and interaction and
attempts to establish a community gar-
den are beginning to bear fruit. It is
hoped that in the new year a social activ-
ity group will become a more regular fea-
ture with plans to do dinner and movies
etc.

In November, Pastor Sue led the con-
gregation in an activity to help members
identify fruits of the Spirit so that they
might feel empowered to take on new
responsibilities with confidence.

On 14th December, The Open Door
held its Christmas Party and we shared in
a fabulous spread of food, Christmas
Carols and Kris Kringle presents. The
evening was greatly enjoyed by all. On
21st December. The Open Door met at
West Pennant Hills to share the Christ-
mas message with the Sydney Church.

The Open Door would like to take
this opportunity to wish everyone the
peace and joy of Christmas and a very
happy and Christ-centred New Year.

Lyn Higgs

WEST PENNANT HILLS
2015 Family Weekend Retreat: would you
like to spend a weekend away in the
Southern Highlands? West Pennant Hills
is planning a family weekend retreat at
Capernwray Lodge, near Bowral, on the
weekend of 20th–22nd March, 2015.
Reserve the date on your calendar.
Contact Charmaine Unger (0414 225
286) for further details. 
Youth/Young Adult Tent Retreat: there will
be a Tent Retreat for Young Adults and
Youth aged 16 and over, at Umina
Beach, on the NSW Central Coast, over
the weekend of 6–8th February. Contact
Alicia Turner (0411 848 707) or Brodey
Collins (0432 556 923) for further details. 
Norma Unger injured at Tiona: Norma
Unger had a fall while at Tiona Reunion.
She was checked at Taree Hospital, given
some pain medication and told to return
in several days if there was no improve-
ment. So on her return to Sydney,
Norma went to Ryde Hospital where
they took head and neck scans and a
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January 15th:Youth Group Ideas are being discussed — Stephen, Lauren, Brad,
Leanne and Jamie.

First Central Coast dinner with Open Door friends, 14th January at Ettalong.

Bill, Betty, Annette and Shelly at the Open Door Christmas Party.

Ann and Julie at the Open Door Christmas Party on 14th December.



chest x-ray. They found a C2 fracture of the spine, so she stayed
overnight in hospital and has been fitted with a neck brace. She
returned home to Eastwood with Corinne and is catching up on
some rest.

Update: Norma is required to wear a neck brace, for about 12
weeks, as a result of the fractured vertebrae in her neck. This
will limit her mobility for a while and she is in some discomfort.
She is home and family are around to assist with all the medical
appointments.

Her address is 10 Waratah Street, Eastwood, 2122, should
anyone wish to write to her.

We will update when she is ready to receive visitors.

Roy Burdekin — 80th birthday: another significant milestone
achieved and a reason to share a cake together — Roy
Burdekin celebrated his 80th birthday recently. 

Clinton Unger – 60th birthday: Clinton Unger celebrated his 60th
birthday with family and friends during January.

June Stephenson
GUILDFORD
Our congregation has again raised money for Outreach
International. This project has been organised by Peter
Lamond. We received a letter of thanks from Marsha Penrose,
the development specialist/volunteer co-ordinator, part of
which read: “Thanks so much to you and your congregation for
your commitment of $1000 for programmes in the Philippines.
We are currently working with nine communities in rural areas
there, where access to clean water, among other basic needs
such as food, education and health care are lacking. Your gen-
erous donation will make things like wells, pumps, rice loans,
land titles, birth certificates for school enrolment, school sup-
plies, and medical care available to those in need.”

Margaret Morris and Lyn Davis led our worship experience
on 16th November. The theme for the services was Make
Responsible Choices. Lyn offered the peace prayer and told the
story of the parable of the talents, explaining that the talents did
not just refer to money but also to our God-given gifts and abil-
ities. The message from Jesus’ story coming to the congregation
was that if we use the gifts we have been given, God will bless us
with more gifts. Margaret challenged us with the question,
“How do we make responsible choices?”  She referred us to the
scripture in Micah 6: 6–8 for the answer — “to act justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with God.” Margaret then spoke
about each of these three challenges. She then mentioned the
efforts several congregations had done in making decisions to
serve their communities and offered the challenge, “How will

we respond?” Bill Gillard led the class session continuing the
series, The Reason for God. The topics for that day were: Why Is
the Church Responsible for So Much Injustice? and Why Are
Christians Such Hypocrites? We watched a fifteen minute video
showing a group of non-Christians discussing these topics and
then discussed the issues arising from the presentation.

Gary Prangell, assisted by his granddaughter, Montana Hunt,
led us in worship on 23rd November. The theme for the service
was When Did We See You? Gary introduced the service by
recalling the community service Guildford congregation per-
formed a number of years ago when we sponsored the annual
picnic for Camp Quality. He spoke of all the preparation that
went into planning the picnic as well as the serving of food,
sweets and drinks. This service activity was an expression of
people seeing the spirit of Jesus in action. Gary then spoke
about Jesus illustrating his stories by using images of sheep and
goats. He had on display pictures of sheep and goats and every
time he mentioned either, he had his granddaughter, Montana,
point to the appropriate picture. Gary said that Jesus gave 
specific instructions about his followers giving compassionate
ministry — He cares for us and our actions can impact on others.
Bill Gillard led the final class session for the year continuing
with the series The Reason for God. Today we looked at the top-
ics How Can God Be Full of Love and Wrath at the Same Time?
and How Can God Send Good People to Hell? Both these topics
raised a lot of discussion including points about each of us ex-
periencing the feelings of love, wrath and hell in our daily lives.

30th November, being the first Sunday in Advent, our focus
was drawn to the Advent worship centre with the Advent
wreath circled by four red candles and a white candle rep-
resenting the Christ Candle in the centre. Bill Gillard drew our
attention to the worship centre and its meaning while Bruce
Wooderson read an appropriate statement and Betty Gillard lit
the first candle, representing hope. We also welcomed some of
the Region Earth Stewardship Team, Joanne McLaughlin, Tim
Prescott and Paul Ferrett. Tim and Joanne led our worship
experience using the theme Sacredness of Creation. Tim spoke
of our relationship to the Earth and used as an example the
connection aborigines have to the land. He related some of his
past experiences that gave him a change of heart and helped
him to further his committal to care for God’s creation. The
congregation were then given the opportunity to share their
experiences and blessings received from their connection with
nature and the sacredness of creation. Joanne related her ex-
periences in this field that led her to becoming a part of the
Earth Stewardship Team. During morning tea, Joanne and Tim
led a discussion session and told us what some other congreg-
ations are doing in this field. We talked about opportunities for
our congregation and were challenged to always be aware of
where we are and what we are doing in relation to recycling and
care of the earth.

The congregation celebrated the second Sunday of Advent
on 7th December with Lyn Davis and Carol Potts lighting the
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Paul Ferrett, Joanne McLaughlin and Tim Prescott, 
members of the Earth Stewardship Team, visiting Guildford 

Congregation.



candle representing love and reading an appropriate script.
Prepare the Way was the theme for our communion service
planned and presided over by Peter Lamond. Noel Stewart
served the emblems and Bruce Wooderson gave the address.
Bruce referred to the ministry of John the Baptist and how he
prepared the way for the coming of Jesus. Just as John preached
to people in the wilderness, there are many people in our world
who need someone to prepare their way to lead them to Christ.
Bruce challenged us to regard this call as our responsibility and
to do this we need to live the way of Jesus. During the service,
Gary Prangell was set aside as our pastor by Bruce Wooderson
and Peter Davis. Leanne Ballard was set aside as Gary’s coun-
sellor by Bill Gillard and Susan Palmer. It was nice to see all of
Gary’s family at the service showing their support for him.

The third Sunday of Advent, on 14th December, was celeb-
rated with a Funday worship led by Ronda and Bruce
Wooderson. The theme for the service was Rejoice in the Lord.
The third Advent candle representing joy was lit by Bruce and
Ronda offered a special Advent prayer. The congregation were

given time to consider thoughts placed
on a screen concerning experiencing joy
during Advent. We then watched a video
showing conversations between the
significant players in the birth of Christ as
if the events took place today using social
network. Following this, we were all given
a card with a word depicting a person or
animal in the Christmas story including:
Joseph, Mary, Donkey, Elizabeth, John,
Gabriel, Angels, Shepherds, Wise Men
and Jesus. We were then asked to play
out in order of appearance in the story,
what the character did and how they may
have felt as we took on these characters.
There were some quite amusing as well
as insightful presentations made by the
congregation.

The theme for our worship on 21st
December was His Name Is Jesus. The
service was led by Lyn, Peter and Andrew
Davis. The fourth Advent candle of
peace was lit by Lyn with an appropriate
statement being read.  Peter then sang To
Us a Child of Hope is Born as a solo. The
prayer for peace was introduced by Peter
who asked us to reflect on the Martin
Place siege that took place in Sydney ear-
lier in the week. Gary Prangell then
offered the peace prayer. Andrew gave
the scripture readings from Luke and
Matthew telling of the events surround-
ing the birth of Jesus. Lyn told the story
of the angel Gabriel visiting Mary to tell
her of the coming birth of Jesus.
Montana Hunt was asked to colour in the

picture of this story to show the congregation and she did a
good job of it! Peter’s introduction to the Disciples’ Generous
Response told of how the giving of gifts at Christmas first began
with St. Nicholas, a bishop, sharing gifts to the poor as a symbol
of God’s great gift to us. Peter then read the story, The Gift of
the Magi, that told of a very poor married couple trying to find
a way in which to find money to buy each other a Christmas
present and the unexpected results that followed. The Christ
Candle at the centre of our worship display was then lit by Lyn.
The service finished with a challenging highlight. Peter asked
the congregation “What is on God’s Christmas List?” and he
opened a large present for us to see the answer. When the box
was opened, we found there was a mirror facing out to us. The
answer to the question was YOU! You are what God wants for
Christmas! We worshipped together as we absorbed the won-
derful messages that came to us throughout the service. We
then celebrated and fellowshipped together over a Christmas
morning tea.

Ronda and Bruce Wooderson presented the worship for
28th December. The theme for the service was Guided by the
Spirit. Every Sunday our congregation commences activities
with praise singing. Ronda added to our songs by having us sing
the popular song, So, This Is Christmas. Ronda then invited us
to share our experiences when we have been guided by the Holy
Spirit. Bruce offered the prayer for peace and read the morn-
ing’s scripture from Luke 2:22–40 telling of the experiences of
baby Jesus receiving a blessing from Simeon as well as the
prophetess Anna praising God for the birth of the child.  Bruce
spoke about us receiving gifts at Christmas and reminded us
that Christ is a gift from God to us. We then entered into a peri-
od of silent reflection as we meditated on the theme and how it
is expressed in our lives. Ronda opened a present that lay on the
table and in the box was a mirror. She walked around the con-
gregation and we saw our faces in the mirror, Ronda reminded
us that our reflection is what others see. She challenged the con-
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Bruce Wooderson giving the address at Guildford’s December communion 
service with Peter Lamond, Noel Stewart and Leanne Ballard at the organ.

Bruce Wooderson and Peter Davis
setting apart Gary Prangell as pastor

at Guildford.

Bill Gillard and Susan Palmer setting
apart Leanne Ballard as a counsellor

to the pastor at Guildford.

Andrew, Peter and Lyn Davis presenting the Christmas 
worship service at Guildford with opened Christmas present

for the congregation to give God.



gregation to put all the problems of 2014 behind us and feel
blessed and renewed as we enter into a New Year.

Our first communion service for the year, on 4th January,
was led by the pastoral team, Gary Prangell (pastor) and his
counsellors Leanne Ballard and Bruce Wooderson. Bruce
planned the service and presided using the theme Proclaim
Deliverance, with Gary giving the address and Leanne providing
ministry through the sacramental emblems. In his remarks Gary
used the scripture from Jeremiah 31 to base his remarks. He
referred to the Israelite nation neglecting to keep God’s word
and the need for them to be delivered from their waywardness.
He told us that the message of Christianity is to become God’s
family and that no one is forgotten because of God’s covenant
made out of love for his people. Following the serving of the
bread and wine, Gary gave some pastoral remarks and a prayer.
He bore his testimony of his experience in coming to Guildford
as a small boy and how he was encouraged to develop and grow
in the Church. We all felt blessed from this sacramental experi-
ence. It was good to welcome four members from the
Kingsgrove Congregation who visited us for the service and fel-
lowship.

Our Funday Worship held on 11th January was led by
Ronda and Bruce Wooderson. The theme for the service was Of
Water and Spirit. Bruce read a scripture from Genesis 1 telling
of the creation and the coming of water onto the earth. He also
read an incident from Acts 19:1–7 which told of Paul’s experi-
ence of meeting disciples in Ephesus who had been baptised by
water but not with the Holy Spirit. Paul laid his hands on them
and blessings flowed as they received the Holy Spirit. During
the offering we were asked to come forward to the front to give
our offering and while there we were asked to fill a glass with
water. As we did this the water in our glasses turned to differ-
ent colours. We then tipped our water into a common bowl.
Ronda likened this exercise to a congregation who gather
together with all our differences into a common bond, and as
we meet and worship together the Holy Spirit can change us.

Bill Gillard
DRUMMOYNE
On 23rd November, we welcomed the Odd Socks Jazz Group, a
musical group who use our premises for practice most weeks,

and they delighted us with several musical numbers and solo
renditions, including the joining in of the congregation on one
occasion. Colin gave recognition of the God-given talents that
we enjoyed, we fellowshipped over morning tea as we renewed
acquaintances and made new friends.

On 30th November, our congregation paid a visit to Central
Coast where Anne Bonnefin gave an inspiring insight into the
work offered by SaintsCare. This information had been shared
at the Church Peace Colloquy in Independence and all there
gained a greater understanding of the help this arm of the
Church in Australia is bringing to many in need. Following the
service we were treated to a delicious lunch with opportunity to
enjoy fellowship with our dear Central Coast friends.

On 7th December, communion was presented by Val Morley,
beginning with a statement of Advent and lighting the Advent
Candle. A prayer for peace was offered by Allan Law, and we
enjoyed the singing of Christmas Carols. Much of the service
was referring to God’s grace and this was felt as we shared in the
partaking of the emblems.

The 14th December worship was led by Colin Morley and
was aided by DVD music (so helpful when only a few are in
attendance).

On 21st December we had a very special Christmas Worship
led by David Henricks, along with Matt Dickenson at the
piano. Every child and young person was involved in the serv-
ice through scripture readings, prayer, verse, and a lovely choir
with children and young people presenting a beautiful song
under the leadership of Jane Henricks. All in attendance wit-
nessed the real meaning of Christmas. A Christmas morning
tea, fellowship, and a visit from ‘Santa’ followed.

Thanks to Pam Law for the reports of November 30 and
December 21.

Pat Harrisson et al
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already have been baptised and 86 more in Togo. He said
more resources would bring further expansion. “This Church
is transforming the lives of people. It is so exciting!”

For Abolish Poverty, End Suffering, Becky Savage of the
First Presidency talked about the next two Peace Colloquies
and their emphasis on hunger and poverty.

For Pursue Peace on Earth, Apostle Barbara Carter spoke
of greater Community of Christ participation in Ecumenical
Advocacy Days. “With advocacy we speak for those who have
no voice and our efforts are magnified beyond what any of us
could accomplish alone.”

For Develop Disciples to Serve, Apostle Art Smith uplifted a
recent summit where writers focused on creating new Temple
School courses for disciples and priesthood offices. “We were
all blessed, and the Church will be blessed.”

For Experience Congregations in Mission, Apostle Mareva
Arnaud Tchong cited an effort in Hawaii that is working with
juvenile offenders to develop new values and visions for their
lives. In New Caledonia, she said, members left the walls of
their building to visit distant tribes. The result: dismantled
barriers are leading to baptisms.

These are examples of why leaders urged the Church to
boldly face the economic challenges.

“Members need to have a constant reminder of things hap-
pening on the worldwide level,” said Jim Poirier of the
Presiding Bishopric. “Members aren’t just giving their
resources to a worldwide Church; they’re giving to a
Mission.”

President Veazey has faith in the turnaround. “The
Church’s direction in response to God’s call is true and
faithful in the midst of financial challenges . . . We simply
will not turn back from the mission and direction of the
Church.”

Forward Announcement: 

Priesthood Gathering
in 2015!

Priesthood are invited to gather 

on Saturday, 21st February 
at 9am until 11am 

at Guildford

We Simply Will Not Turn Back
Continued from page 3



Congregational
Programmes
Programmes for Sydney congregations for
February, 2015

CENTRAL COAST
Pacific Highway, Narara 
Co-pastors:
Jan Pratt: Telephone (02) 4970 4224
Email janpratt@idl.net.au
or Richard Gillard:
Telephone (02) 9659 4103 or mobile 0418
114 448
Email gillardrh@bigpond.com

1st 10.00 Communion: Frank Flood
15th 10.00 Worship 
21st 9.00 Sydney and Newcastle

Priesthood Gathering at Guildford
1st Mar 3.00 Australian Mission Centre

Video Conference

DRUMMOYNE
234 Victoria Road, Drummoyne
Pastor: Colin Morley
Telephone: 9713 5804
E-mail: valmorley@ozemail.com.au

1st 10.00 Communion: Colin Morley
Fellowship and Morning Tea 

3rd 10.00 Knit and Yarn
Contact: Val Morley 9713 5804

8th 10.00 Worship 
Fellowship and Morning Tea

15th 10.00 Family Worship:
Jane and David Henricks 
Children’s and Youth Classes
Chat Time with Brenton Law

17th 10.00 Knit and Yarn
21st 9.00 Sydney and Newcastle

Priesthood Gathering at Guildford
22nd Worship

Fellowship and Morning Tea
1st Mar 3.00 Australian Mission Centre

Video Conference

GUILDFORD
Woodville Road, Guildford
Pastor: Gary Prangell
Telephone: Telephone: 0413 029 69
Email: lesley.prangell@bigpond.com

1st 10.00 Praise Singing
Communion:
Preside, Peter Lamond; 
Address, Sue Palmer
Fellowship and Morning Tea
Round Table: Sue Palmer

8th 10.00 Praise Singing 
Funday Worship: Ronda Wooderson 
Morning Tea and Fellowship

15th 10.00 Praise Singing 
Worship: Bill and Betty Gillard 
Class: Bill Gillard

21st 9.00 Sydney and Newcastle
Priesthood Gathering at Guildford

22nd 10.00 Praise Singing 
Worship:
Bruce and Ronda Wooderson 
Class: Bill Gillard

1st Mar 3.00 Australian Mission Centre
Video Conference

Homestead Community Café (Drop in) for frail,
aged and disabled and Craft Group meets
each Wednesday from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets each Friday
night in the hall

KINGSGROVE
125 Kingsgrove Road, Kingsgrove
Pastor: Bill Johnson
Telephone: 9744 9549
Email wish39@optusnet.com.au

Peace Candle for February: Ray Burdekin
1st 9.30 Communion: Preside, Bill

Johnson; Address, Moses Raju
Morning Tea and Class:
Ray Burdekin
Fellowship and Lunch

8th 9.30 Worship: Judy Burdekin
Morning Tea and Class:
Ray Burdekin

15th 9.30 Worship:
Judith and Rodney Ryan
Morning Tea and Class:
Ray Burdekin

21st 9.00 Sydney and Newcastle
Priesthood Gathering at Guildford

22nd Worship: Preside, Judy Burdekin;
Address, Eric Selden

Peace Candle for March: Peter de Mol
1st Mar 9.30 Communion: Preside, Ray

Burdekin; Address, Bill Johnson
Morning Tea and Class:
Ray Burdekin
Fellowship and Lunch
3.00 Australian Mission Centre
Video Conference

THE OPEN DOOR
74 Laycock Street, Mount Pleasant
Pastor: Sue Palmer
Telephone: 0411 330 212
Email: ozsupersue@gmail.com

1st 6.00 Communion: Trish and Sue
2nd Mardigras Workshop 

at The Open Door
3rd 9.00 Community Garden 

and Food Bank
4th 11.00 Healthy Lunch Wednesday

and Drop-in
5th 7.00 Coming Out Group 

at Penrith Women’s Health Centre
8th 12.00 Central Coast Lunch Church

6.00 Worship, Liz and Friends 
10th 9.00 Community Garden 

and Food Bank

11th 11.00 Healthy Lunch Wednesday
and Drop-in

14th 7.00 Western Sydney
Transgendered Group

15th 3.00 Baptism and Confirmation 
of Shelly at Bill and Betty’s

21st 9.00 Sydney and Newcastle
Priesthood Gathering at Guildford

22nd Fairday — All day event for the
launch of Mardigras at Queen
Victoria Park at Broadway
6.00 Worship: Music and Munchies
at The Open Door

27th 7.00 Launch of Youth Is Knocking
Youth Group

1st Mar 3.00 Australian Mission Centre
Video Conference

WEST PENNANT
HILLS
10 Taylor Street, West Pennant Hills
Contact:
June Stephenson: Telephone 8812 2232 or
0416 296 594
Email: jstephenson@exemail.com.au

31st Jan 9.00 Working Bee
1st Feb 10.00 Communion: Malcolm

Stephenson and Charmaine Unger
8th 10.00 Discussion, Children’s

Classes
14th 9.00 Men’s Breakfast at Cafe Saligna 
21st 9.00 Sydney and Newcastle

Priesthood Gathering at Guildford
22nd 10.00 Worship:

Exploring the Evangelist Blessing,
June Stephenson

1st Mar 10.00 Communion:
Gwenda and Paul Ferrett
3.00 Australian Mission Centre
Video Conference

20th–22nd March Advance Notice Family Camp
at Caperwray Lodge, near Bowral

All material for insertion in Views is to be sent to:
The Editors

Views
PO Box 514

Moorebank, 2170
Email: sydneyviews@gmail.com

Copy for the March issue of Views MUST be
received NO LATER than 15th Febuary, 2015.

PLEASE NOTE: The strict deadline for mater-
ial to be printed in Views is 15th of the month.
We will endeavour to publish material re-
cieved after this date IF POSSIBLE but we
cannot guarantee it.

All documents MUST be in Microsoft Word
format (.doc or .docx) Pictures MUST be .jpg,
.tif, .bmp, .eps or .pdf formats). Please write a
caption for any photos.

Please note that Sydney Views’ email address is:
sydneyviews@gmail.com
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