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By Tammy Lindle Lewis, Disciple and Priesthood Formation specialist

'Whispering through all of this 
is the question begging to be 
wrestled with instead: Am 
I moving toward Jesus, the 
peaceful One? '

I ’m reluctant to admit publicly that I struggle (and 
sometimes fail) to move toward peacefulness. 
In the past year, I’ve been fearful, dismayed, and 
angry. I’ve been at odds with long-time friends. 

My patience and respect for people who disagree 
with me has waned. I’ve been saddened by those who 
sing the same hymns, read the same scriptures, hear 
the same sermons, embrace our Enduring Principles, 
but whose interpretation of the gospel is so different 
from mine.

I continue to wrestle with a question posed by a 
member of my congregation: “What if our best days 
are behind us, and this is our future reality?” What 
if there isn’t anything better coming, and we must 
live behind masks, physically distanced, separated 
by disease? What if we continue to be weakened by 
closed businesses and borders, struggling with food 
insecurity, corruption, social unrest, racism, strained 
healthcare and educational systems, devastating 
climate change, and lack of effective leadership? 

It sounds like the ultimate midlife crisis. Is this 
all that’s left for us? Where is the shining city on the 
hill? Where are the communities of joy, hope, love, 
and peace that we talk, sing, and pray about? What 
is still possible? How will the church address these 
issues? What is my role? How can I use my voice? Will 
I proclaim peace, or will I react with fear, dismay, and 
anger? 

Whispering through all of this is the question 
begging to be wrestled with instead: Am I moving 
toward Jesus, the peaceful One? 

Today, I’m beginning to hear echoes of that question 
more often. It comes to the surface more quickly, 
sometimes before I act or speak. I’ve taken steps to 
distance myself from the spiral of disinformation, 

manipulation, and hateful interactions that are so 
prevalent. I don’t know everything, but I know that 
finding information in reputable places is critical. 

I’m slowing down and remembering to listen, 
read, and pray. I remind myself I’m not always right, 
and I don’t always need to share my opinion. I’m 
joining online sessions to listen and learn with people 
around the world where we discuss climate and racial 
justice and a variety of topics related to peace. I’m 
remembering to breathe and to forgive my missteps. 
I’m finding ways to be better and healthier in my soul 
by eating, sleeping, and spending my time and money 
in more responsible ways.

I am called first to love God and love my neighbor. 
I’m also called to represent Christ in servant-
leadership, to mentor and develop others, to proclaim 
and promote the peace of Jesus Christ, to minister 
with people in discovering God’s call, to support 
sacramental ministry, to foster spiritual growth and 
wholeness, to encourage healthy relationships, 
to promote justice and peacemaking by bridging 
differences, and to serve as a partner in collaborative 
leadership and ministry. When I remember these 
callings, I realize that there is no time to spend in 
fear, dismay, and anger, and I move one step closer to 
peace.

Tammy Lindle Lewis (she/her) lives in Renton, Washington, 
USA. She is a high priest serving on the pastor team for the 
Crystal Springs congregation. She also serves as Disciple and 
Priesthood Formation specialist and is a member of the World 
Conference directors team.

AUSTRALIA HERALD September  2021



THINK

PATHWAYS  
for Advocacy
Partnering with faith-based organizations  
and networks forges relationships that expand ministerial impact.

By Val Walker, Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Ministries Team co-chair

Ecumenical + Interfaith Ministries

F or Zac Harmon-McLaughlin, one phone 
call to a pastor in his area built a lasting 
ecumenical relationship that led to advocacy 
on a large scale. At the time, Zac was 

responding to an immediate need. “I wanted to make 
sure no child went hungry in Orange, California—that 
there were safe places for the community,” said Zac, 
co-chair of Community of Christ’s Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Ministries Team.

Building upon this connection, Zac became 
involved with Clergy and Laity United for Economic 
Justice (CLUE) and California Power and Light, a 
climate-change organization. Engaging with local 
ecumenical and interfaith networks prompted him 
to advocate for policy change to a city government 
panel. 

“The reality is, in the United States about 80 
percent of food pantries, homeless shelters, and 
nonprofits are faith-based,” said Zac, now director 
of the Community of Christ Seminary at Graceland 
University. “We were able to say to government 
leaders, ‘Hey, we are the community’s caretakers. We 
need you to implement policy changes that reflect 
that. We are doing this together out of a sense of 
aligned mission, caring for our neighbor, and as our 
theological mandate. We’re the people that vote in 
this community.’” 

Zac’s network in California continued to grow and  
led him to relationships with pastors, priests, and 
clergy from all over the country. Since then, he has 
participated on government councils, lobbied the US 
Congress, and been to United Nations gatherings. 

“All of this began because of just one little story,  
‘Hey, this family can’t eat. What are we going to do 
about that?’ Powerful religious networking can 
happen anywhere. Look at what’s happening in 
your neighborhood. Expand your relationships and 
possibilities,” Zac said.

“Participating in ecumenical and interfaith work 
in the Pacific Northwest has brought new, deeper, 

mind-expanding meaning to what it means to love my 
neighbor,” said Kathy Sharp of Bothell, Washington, 
USA, a member of the Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Ministries Team. “My neighbors are now Buddhist, 
Muslim, Jewish, Zoroastrian, Baha’i, Unitarian, 
and from many different Christian denominations. 
They are also Spanish-speaking immigrants  
and asylum seekers from Central and South America.” 

A few years ago, local immigrant advocacy 
organizations asked The Church Council of Greater 
Seattle to help them accompany immigrants facing 
the often confusing, nerve-racking, and expensive 
immigration and criminal court systems in the USA. 
The Council amplified the call to their interfaith 
connections and about 100 people responded.

 “We are not social workers or legal advisors. 
We are helpful neighbors,” Kathy said. As escorts, 
their role is to focus on their immigrant neighbors’ 
well-being and logistics related to their cases. They 
are trained in the steps of the immigration process, 
which can lead to permanent residency, deportation, 
or many years of uncertain limbo. 

Bilingual companions bridge language barriers 
and reduce anxiety in documentation appointments. 
Sometimes the escorts offer transportation to 
courtrooms. Simply having a companion can diffuse 
some fear. 

“We sit in court as a supportive presence while 
they appear before the judge and prosecuting 
attorney, represented by their attorney,” Kathy 
explained. “We are silent witnesses, observers, and 
note-takers. Immigrant advocates believe clients are 
treated with greater respect when white citizens are 
present on their behalf, though we never speak.” 

“I am so grateful for the trust and vulnerability of 
all my new neighbors who let strangers like me 
become their friends, witnesses, and supportive 
companions as we walk together ‘in the midst of the 
difficult questions and struggles of life,’” Kathy said 
(Doctrine & Covenants 163:2a).
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P O W E R F U L  R E L I G I O U S 
N E T W O R K I N G  C A N 
H A P P E N  A N Y W H E R E . 
L O O K  AT  W H AT ’ S 
H A P P E N I N G  I N  Y O U R 
N E I G H B O R H O O D . 
E X PA N D  Y O U R 
R E L AT I O N S H I P S  A N D 
P O S S I B I L I T I E S . 
— Z A C  H A R M O N - M C L A U G H L I N
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