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Submission to the Expert Panel on religious freedom: 
 
As one of the first denominations in Australia to authorise that the sacrament of 
marriage be made available to all eligible under new law in this country, Community 
of Christ: 

a. Affirms that current legislation in Australia, framed in light of section 116 of 
the Commonwealth Constitution, is, generally speaking, adequate to promote 
freedom of religion in this country.  

b. Recognises that we live in an increasingly secular society which is 
diverse in relation to faith, culture and religious expression; and yet in that 
diversity we experience unity.  

c. Acknowledges that the Australian government has a duty and 
responsibility to respond to any emerging expressions of concern from 
religious groups (from a multiplicity of faiths) that their interests are not 
being adequately protected by legislation.  

d. Sees no reason to pass amendments that would erode current Australian 
anti-discrimination laws, amendments that are likely to be requested only by 
groups that wish to assert a right to practise behaviours that are 
discriminatory. 

e. Endorses an enduring principle inherent also in Australian values that all 
people are worthy regardless of their position in society, and counsels caution 
on any change that diminishes that principle. 

f. Requests that the Australian government place a high priority on 
consultation with all religious groups and faith communities (not just those 
that are aligned with the Christian faith) on the subject of freedom of religion 
so that they are engaged in the deeper questions relating to the emerging 
challenges of our life together on this planet and dealing with each other 
respectfully.  

g. Entreats the Australian government to put in place appropriate processes 
for dialogue with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples whose spiritual 
insights have the potential to enrich the laws of Australia on the subject of 
freedom of religion and its various spiritual dimensions.  

 
 
Submitted by Ben Smith, President of Community of Christ in Australia on behalf of 
the Australia Mission Centre Council. 


